EUROPUB.COM

WP2 Reliability Test
The reliability of claims-coding (WP2) was tested on the basis of one issue of ‘The Guardian’ from 4th April 2000. 

The reliability is calculated on 3 different levels:

· reliability of article selection

· reliability of claims-identification

· reliability of single claim-variables

At least one coder from each EUROPUB.COM team and a total number of 18 coders took part in the test
.

Reliability of Article-Selection:

The total number of different articles selected by any coder was 17. Nine articles were selected by a majority of coders and were therefore counted as “to be coded”.

The reliability in the article selection process is calculated as follows:

	Nr. of coders/teams:
	
	14

	Total nr. of articles:
	
	17

	Decisions to be made:
	14*17
	238

	Minority decisions:
	
	40

	Match:
	(238-40)/238
	83%

	Correlation:
	Sqrt. .83
	.91


Differentiated information about who selected which article and what were the majority’s decisions is given in Table1 (Appendix).

Reliability of Claims-Identification

For the calculation of the reliability in the process of claims-identification, only articles that were selected by a majority of coders and contained claims (variable ACLAIM=2) were taken into account
. The claim identification reliability is therefore based on eight articles selected by the majority of coders. The total number of different claims that were identified by any coder in these articles was 25. A majority of coders agreed on 12 claims.

To test the reliability of claims-identification within specific articles, only coders who selected the article containing the claim are taken into account. Decisions of coders that excluded the article are taken as missing values.

	Coders/Teams
	
	18

	Total nr of claims
	
	25

	Decisions to be made:
	Σ decisions per coder - missing values
	361

	Minority decisions:
	
	58

	Match:
	(361-58)/361
	84%

	Correlation:
	Sqrt .84
	.92


For information about individual coding and majority-decisions please refer to Table2 (Appendix)

In order to get information about the reliability of claims-identification per newspaper, taking into account the cumulative effects of article and claim identification, a different method of calculation was applied. In this case the non-selection of an article was counted as non-identification of the claim. This increases the minority decisions in the case of a claim that should have been coded (according to the majority), but also the majority decisions in the case of claims that were identified by only a minority of coders. An exception was made for the 3 coders of the HOH-Team who did not take part in the article selection process, their claim-identification decisions in not-selected articles are again taken as missing values.

	Total nr of claims identified by any coder:
	
	25

	Total nr of decisions
	15*18 + 10*15

	420

	Minority decisions:
	
	84

	Match:
	(420-84)/420
	80%

	Correlation
	Sqrt .80
	.89


Reliability of Claim-Variables

For the calculation of intercoder-reliability of single claim-variables, seven claims that were identified and coded by the majority of coders were tested. These claims were:

	Nr
	AHEAD
	TITLE
	

	1
	City briefing: Euro weakness alarms IMF
	IMF states that the euro is undervalued by as much as 30 percent. This weakness of the single currency is making imbalances in the global economy worse. It could exacerbate trade imbalances, exchange rate reversals and protectionist measures.

	2
	Colleges' pounds 8,000 gender gap
	In response to union criticisms of pay disparity between women & men in universities, president of Committee of Vice-Chancellors & Principals concedes there can be no excuse for the situation & it will be tackled seriously

	3
	Exam boards 'must do better' on query delays
	UK OCR defends itself that only 1% of their results were queried, down by one-third on 1998. They admit that they have not handled this small number as rapidly as they could have, and they plan to improve this year.

	4
	Irvine's pounds 23m for asylum cases
	Lord chancellor pledged for an extra 23m pounds to provide a better legal advice to asylum seekers. This would speed up decision-making. Another 23m pounds will go to other areas like mental health, community care and education.

	5
	Never too late in principle, if you can find the cash...
	South African Read Educational Trust representative Hugo criticises RSA education minister's focus on adult education as useless if secondary edu. continues to be so deficient (80% of sec.schools are bereft of books), illiteracy must be combated at school

	6
	We must not let the children down; Tony Blair on...
	In Guardian article, Tony Blair claims he considers education in the developing world of vital importance, outlining 6 priorities for World Education Forum to progress towards targets of universal primary education by 2015 & no gender disparity by 2005

	7
	What you can do to help
	UK newspaper Guardian call upon the readers to write to Blair and ask him to launch a global plan to generate the $7bn needed each year to get every child into school by 2015.


The total number of decisions that had to be tested for reliability is 99
. The reliability was coded as follows. Every claim-variable, except for the string variables and the variables concerning the cross-references of claims, was tested for reliability. Again the majority decision within a claim was taken as the norm and every divergent decision was taken as a mistake.

The results for the reliability of all variables are given in Table 3 (Appendix).

Most of the reliability scores seem almost excellent, but it has to be noticed, that many of the good scores (especially concerning 2nd and 3rd subject actors, issues, object actors and frames) result out of the majority decision that there is none.

An overall reliability on the level of single variables was therefore calculated only on the basis of:

· Identification and Location

· 1st subject actor

· Action form (PART, WOUNDED and ARREST were excluded)

· Addressee, Opponent Actor, Supported Actor

· 1st issue

· 1st Object Actor. 

The frame variables were excluded in this calculation, as there was no majority decision to code a frame in any of the claims. This limited the variables for an overall reliability to 40. The average match of decisions in these 40 variables is 87.05% which corresponds to a reliability correlation of .93.

In order to get a more differentiated picture of the coding process some variables will be examined in more detail.

Identification and Location

The low score of the variables REGION and CITY is probably due to unfamiliarity of some non-UK coders with British geography. In the normal coding process REGION is only coded for the own country of the coder.

Subject Actor

The high reliability score in the actor 2 and actor 3 variables is based on the agreement that there were no 2nd and 3rd actors (only 1 minority decision).

To explain the relatively low score of ACT1S a closer look at this variable has to be taken

ACT1S
	claim
	majority
	nr
	minority1
	nr
	minority2
	nr
	minority3
	nr

	1
	90
	12
	190
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-

	2
	180
	13
	200
	2
	140
	1
	-
	-

	3
	180
	9
	110
	2
	200
	1
	220
	1

	4
	40
	9
	50
	1
	60
	1
	-
	-

	5
	180
	13
	140
	1
	270
	1
	350
	2

	6
	40
	13
	-
	0
	-
	-
	-
	-

	7
	160
	15
	-
	0
	-
	-
	-
	-


This table shows the exact distribution of different codes in the seven claims. There might be two systematic misunderstandings. The difference between 180 - “educational professionals and organizations” and 200 - “other scientific and research professionals and institutions”, as well as the difference between “educational professionals and organizations” and 140 “employers organisations and firms”. In both cases 180 is the right decision.

Action Form

A closer look at the codes distribution in the FORM variable reveals that most of the minority decisions comes from the ‘Action Form’ of the Lord chancellor in claim 4 who “pledged for an extra 23m pounds”. The majority said it was an “41 - unspecified statement”, four coders decided on “21 - financial and other support” and minority decisions were “42 – press conference/release“ and “63 – parliamentary session/debate“.

FORM
	claim
	majority
	nr
	minority1
	nr
	minority2
	nr
	minority3
	nr

	1
	47
	12
	41
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	41
	16
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	41
	13
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	41
	5
	21
	4
	63
	1
	42
	1

	5
	41
	16
	43
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	46
	13
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	46
	11
	82
	2
	47
	1
	50
	1


Addressee

To explain the low reliability score of ADRS one further step is taken to examine how many of the minority decisions depend on the decision ‘if’ and how many depend on the decision ‘what’ to code.

83 out of 99 coding decisions agreed on whether or not to code an addressee in ADRS. This decision is therefore taken with a reliability score of .92. And if we compare only the coded addressees, the reliability of the ADRS variable rises to 0.90
.

For the OPS-variable it is important to notice that in only one of the seven claims a majority coded an opponent actor. The good reliability therefore comes from the majority decisions that there is none. If we compare the codes of the OPS variable, only in case that it is coded, the reliability score is .90
.

The high reliability score of the SUPS-variable is due to the fact that in no case a majority voted for any supported actor.

AIMS

Especially the ISSUE1S shows a very low reliability that needs closer examination. At first it was tested if some of the variance can be explained by different orders of the issues (1-3). This seems to be true for ISSUE1S, because if we take the majority decision together with all coding decisions that placed that issue in ISSUE2S or ISSUE3S the reliability score rises to .84. This method only rises the reliability in ISSUE1S, on the 2nd and 3rd position the variance remains.

The following table shows the distribution of majority and minority decisions in the different claims.

ISSUE1S
	claim
	majority
	nr
	minority1
	nr
	minority2
	nr
	minority3
	nr
	minority4
	nr

	1
	14
	8
	17
	5
	12
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	62
	15
	69
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	69
	12
	60
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	31
	7
	69
	2
	39
	1
	62
	1
	 
	 

	5
	69
	8
	62
	5
	68
	3
	60
	1
	 
	 

	6
	60
	7
	61
	1
	62
	2
	68
	2
	69
	1

	7
	62
	8
	69
	4
	67
	2
	60
	1
	 
	 


In claim 1 eight coders coded “14 – Exchange rate intervention“, 5 coders decided on “17 – Common currency (ECU, EURO)” and the minority decision was “12 – EMU Convergence criteria and stability pact“. It remains open if the majority was right in this case, as the article does not say anything about an intervention, but rather about the undervaluation of the single currency.

In the policy field education the code “69 - other specific issues” seems to play a dominant role. Especially in claim 6 and 7 it seemed to be difficult to decide if the issues should be subsumed in “62 - Resource allocation and salaries” or are other specific issues. The unreliability in claim 6 is due to the order of coding. If we look at all three issue variables a clear majority of coders coded “60 – General unspecific”, “62 - Resource allocation and salaries” and “66 – Information and communication technologies“ in any of the three variables.

Object Actors

The low reliability score of the OBJ1S variable (.78) does also rise if we disregard the rank order of the object actors. The reliability score for the first object actor disregarding its place in the rank order is .83. Still this variable’s reliability is one of the lowest.

OBJ1S
	claim
	majority
	nr
	minority1
	nr
	minority2
	nr
	minority3
	nr
	minority4
	nr

	1
	360
	11
	0 or -99
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2
	180
	8
	0 or -99
	5
	310
	2
	220
	1
	 
	 

	3
	210
	6
	0 or -99
	6
	110
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	240
	9
	210
	1
	220
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	210
	8
	0 or -99
	5
	900
	2
	180
	1
	350
	1

	6
	210
	9
	10
	2
	180
	1
	0 or -99
	1
	 
	 

	7
	210
	9
	40
	5
	900
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 


The low scores of the variables OBJSCOP1 (.77) and OBJCOUN1 (.77) rise to .89 and .92 if we compare only the same object actors. In other words, unreliability in these variables is usually derived from unreliability in OBJ1S.

Conclusions

The reliability of article selection and claim identification is highly satisfactory.

On average, the same is true for the individual variables. However, there seem to be some problems with the ISSUE1S and the OBJ1S variables. Partly these problems can be alleviated by combining the three possible issue and object actor codes.

Still for ISSUE1S there remain problems with the delimitation between codes within issue fields. In using this variable, it is therefore always wise to check the title and issue variables to check for coding inconsistencies or errors.

For OBJ1S, the problem is particularly whether or not an object actor is identified at all. This is related to the fact, that – unlike for most other variables – the coding of an object actor does not depend on explicit mentioning of that actor in the article. The possibility to logically infer the object actor from the content of the claim seems to be used to different extents by different coders. To improve future results, everybody should check the object actor codes given by the majority in the test and if necessary adapt their coding practices accordingly.

Appendix

Table 1: Article Selection
	
	Coders (Teams)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AHEAD
	1 JE
	2 AZ
	3 TS
	10 MJ
	11 AT
	20-26 HOH
	30 CdM
	41 OG
	51 MC
	54 SV
	60 JM
	62 JB
	70 JF
	71 EG
	majority
	minority

	City briefing: Euro weakness alarms IMF
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	10
	4

	Colleges' pounds 8,000 gender gap
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	13
	1

	Exam boards 'must do better' on query delays
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	11
	3

	Factory output up despite oil and sterling pressures
	+
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	9
	5

	Irvine's pounds 23m for asylum cases
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	11
	3

	Learning curve Numbers don't add up to much
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	-
	9
	5

	Mugabe on the edge
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13
	1

	Museums give weary cheer to Smith's pounds 1 adult free plan
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13
	1

	Never too late in principle, if you can find the cash; South Africa Literacy groups at odds about value of adult learning
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	14
	0

	Next on the eve of the Dakar conference...
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	12
	2

	Our blind spot on Africa
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13
	1

	Poultry bug still active, warns agency
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	11
	3

	Prodi opens way to west for Gadafy
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	11
	3

	Sir Robert Sainsbury
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13
	1

	We must not let the children down; Tony Blair on why he is passionately committed to education, both here and in the developing world
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	13
	1

	What you can do to help
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	13
	1

	Yesterday day, bad day *
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	5

	Minority decisions
	2
	3
	2
	2
	1
	4
	5
	6
	5
	5
	2
	0
	1
	2
	198
	40


	+ = selected
	
	 
	 = majority decision

	- = not selected
	 
	 = minority decision


Table 2: Claims Identification

	
	
	
	Coders (Teams)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ani* = missing value
	ani* = claim not included

	AHEAD
	TITLE
	
	1 
	2 
	3 
	10 
	11 
	20 
	21 
	24 
	25 
	26 
	30 
	41 
	51 
	54 
	60 
	62 
	70 
	71 
	majority
	minority
	total
	majority
	minority
	total**

	City briefing: Euro weakness alarms IMF
	IMF states that the euro is undervalued by as much as 30 percent. This weakness of the single currency is making imbalances in the global economy worse. It could exacerbate trade imbalances, exchange rate revearsels and protectionist measures.
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	14
	0
	14
	14
	4
	18

	
	IMF's European dep. Deputy director, Artus, says that Eurozone has the best chance on 30 years for lengthy economic expansion.
	-
	+
	-
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	+
	ani*
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	-
	11
	3
	14
	15
	3
	18

	Colleges' pounds 8,000 gender gap
	Lecturers' union Natfhe said Universities were breaking law by paying women lecturers + profs. less for same jobs in same subjects; Tom Wilson, head of the union's universities department calls on univ. to tackle the issue before they are forced to.
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	17
	0
	17
	17
	1
	18

	
	
	The head of the union's universities department says that the discrimination is even more widespread and deep-rooted than we thought and calls for the universities to tackle the issue
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	14
	3
	17
	15
	3
	18

	
	In response to union criticisms of pay disparity between women & men in universities, president of Committee of Vice-Chancellors & Principals concedes there can be no excuse for the situation & it will be tackled seriously
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	16
	1
	17
	16
	2
	18

	Exam boards 'must do better' on query delays
	The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority published tables on the exam boards' performance showing that Edexcel and OCR failed to remark within the delay; Nick Tate, chief exam regulator, calls on them to improve their service + serve candidates better.
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	15
	0
	15
	15
	3
	18

	the majority decision was to code Nick Tate and the Q & C authority seperately - minority decisions in the 2nd claim can therefore not be personalized.
	
	UK Qualifications and Curriculum Authority publishes first league tables of the boards' performance. It found that Edexcel failed to complete 35% of emergency requests for the remarking of A-level scripts within agreed target of 30 days ORC failed on 46%
	ani*
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	-
	8
	7
	15
	11
	7
	18

	
	
	UK Headmasters and Headmistresses Conference says that the extent of exam board error was a national scandal. 16 % of independent  school entries got results worse than expected and 4 % were seriously worse.
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	ani*
	-
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	12
	3
	15
	12
	6
	18

	
	
	schools and colleges appeal to the exam boards Edexcel and OCR to query students' GCSE and A-level results
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	ani*
	-
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	-
	14
	1
	15
	17
	1
	18

	
	UK OCR defends itself that only 1% of their results were queried, down by one-third on 1998. They admit that they have not handled this small number as rapidly as they could have, and they plan to improve this year.
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	14
	1
	15
	14
	4
	18

	Irvine's pounds 23m for asylum cases
	Lord chancellor pledged for an extra 23m pounds to provide a better legal advice to asylumseekers. This would speed up decision-making. Another 23m pounds will go to other areas like mental health, community care and education.
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	11
	0
	11
	11
	4
	15

	Never too late in principle, if you can find the cash...
	South African Read Educational Trust representative Hugo criticises RSA education minister's focus on adult education as useless if secondary edu. continues to be so deficient (80% of sec.schools are bereft of books), illiteracy must be combated at school
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	17
	1
	18
	17
	1
	18

	
	McGillvray, of the adult education organi*sation Project Literacy, says that instead of focusing on literacy, there should be development education such as learning about subsistence farming
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	11
	7
	18
	11
	7
	18

	
	The South African government has launched an education initiative called 'Tirisano' facing the problem that about a third of black adults in South Africa are functionally illiterate
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	14
	4
	18
	14
	4
	18

	
	Guardian journalist claims as things stand, adult education in South Africa is almost a waste of time, since without significant financial resources government policies are worthless; literacy groups in RSA are at odds about the value of adult learning
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	15
	3
	18
	15
	3
	18

	Poultry bug still active, warns agency
	UK food standards agency representatives Krebs and Podger say that their tests revealed that 20-30% of chicken for sale in UK supermarkets is contaminated with salmonella bug; threaten to publish names of compani*es failing in hygiene provision
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	11
	0
	11
	11
	4
	15

	
	
	Chief Executive of the New Food Standards Agency said that 30% of chickens in supermarket shelves still carry the salmonella bug (although Sainsbury's and Tesco said that their tests revealed salmonella in less that 10% of their chickens).
	-
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	2
	11
	13
	2
	15

	
	Supermarkets Sainsbury's & Tesco insist their own checks reveal salmonella in less than 10% of their chickens, compared with Food Standards Agency's recently released statistic of up to 30%
	-
	ani*
	-
	+
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	8
	3
	11
	12
	3
	15

	
	
	Tesco insisted their own checks revealed salmonella in less than 10% of their chickens.
	-
	ani*
	-
	+
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	-
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	1
	11
	14
	1
	15

	
	Graham Bidston, chief executive of the National Federation of Meat and Food Traders said that the new charges (foreseen by the food standards agency in response to salmonella cases) represented a levy by the back door.
	-
	ani*
	-
	+
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	ani*
	+
	+
	-
	-
	+
	-
	6
	5
	11
	10
	5
	15

	We must not let the children down; Tony Blair on...
	In Guardian article, Tony Blair claims he considers education in the developing world of vital importance, outlining 6 priorities for World Education Forum to progress towards targets of universal primary education by 2015 & no gender disparity by 2005
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	13
	0
	13
	13
	2
	15

	
	the Guardian newspaper states that UK Premier refused to put his  weight behind the campaign to ensure all the world's children have the chance of basic education or to try to put this issue on this summer's G8 agenda
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9
	4
	13
	11
	4
	15

	
	UK Tony Blair met the British Overseas Aid Group to discuss the education in the developing world and announced a project with Cisco systems that will how IT can improve the education in the developing world
	-
	-
	+
	-
	+
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	7
	6
	13
	9
	6
	15

	
	
	Blair asked the Department for International Development to create a project team including Cisco Systems development NGOs to look at how the new comm.technology can improve education in the developing world.
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	ani*
	-
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	12
	1
	13
	14
	1
	15

	What you can do to help
	UK newspaper Guardian call upon the readers to write to Blair and ask him to launch a global plan to generate the $7bn needed each year to get every child into school by 2015.
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	ani*
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	15
	2
	17
	15
	3
	18

	 
	
	minority decisions (ain = missing value)
	1
	4
	3
	3
	3
	2
	1
	3
	4
	5
	5
	1
	7
	6
	2
	2
	3
	3
	303
	58
	361
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	Minority decisions (ain = claim not included)
	4
	5
	3
	4
	3
	5
	4
	3
	4
	5
	7
	7
	9
	10
	2
	2
	3
	4
	 
	 
	 
	336
	84
	420


	+ = selected
	
	 
	 = majority decision
	
	* ani = article not included

	- = not selected
	 
	 = minority decision
	
	** 15 coders occur if HOH-Team excluded an article, as only 2 coders selected the articles


Table 3: Reliability of Claims-Variables

	Variable
	Total decisions
	majority
	minority
	match
	correlation

	CDAY
	99
	96
	3
	96,97%
	0,98

	CMONTH
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	CYEAR
	99
	94
	5
	94,95%
	0,97

	COUNTRY
	99
	91
	8
	91,92%
	0,96

	REGION
	99
	77
	22
	77,78%
	0,88

	CITY
	99
	80
	19
	80,81%
	0,90

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ACT1S
	99
	84
	15
	84,85%
	0,92

	ACTTYP1
	99
	87
	12
	87,88%
	0,94

	ACTNAME1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ACTSCOP1
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACT1
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTCOUN1
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTPAR1
	99
	94
	5
	94,95%
	0,97

	ACT2S
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	ACTTYP2
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	ACTNAME2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ACTSCOP2
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	ACT2
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	ACTCOUN2
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTPAR2
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACT3S
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTTYP3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTNAME3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ACTSCOP3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACT3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTCOUN3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	ACTPAR3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	FORM1
	99
	86
	13
	86,87%
	0,93

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ADRS
	99
	76
	23
	76,77%
	0,88

	ADR
	99
	96
	3
	96,97%
	0,98

	ADREVAL
	99
	81
	18
	81,82%
	0,90

	ADRSCOP
	99
	79
	20
	79,80%
	0,89

	ADRCOUN
	99
	80
	19
	80,81%
	0,90

	ADRPAR
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	OPS
	99
	89
	10
	89,90%
	0,95

	OP
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	OPSCOP
	99
	90
	9
	90,91%
	0,95

	OPCOUN
	99
	89
	10
	89,90%
	0,95

	OPPAR
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SUPS
	99
	91
	8
	91,92%
	0,96

	SUP
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	SUPSCOP
	99
	91
	8
	91,92%
	0,96

	SUPCOUN
	99
	93
	6
	93,94%
	0,97

	SUPPAR
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	
	
	
	
	
	

	ISFIELD1
	99
	95
	4
	95,96%
	0,98

	ISSUE1S
	99
	65
	34
	65,66%
	0,81

	ISSUE1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ISSCOP1
	99
	77
	22
	77,78%
	0,88

	ISCOUN1
	99
	77
	22
	77,78%
	0,88

	ISPOS1

	99
	79
	20
	79,80%
	0,89

	ISFIELD2
	99
	87
	12
	87,88%
	0,94

	ISSUE2S
	99
	82
	17
	82,83%
	0,91

	ISSUE2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ISSCOP2
	99
	81
	18
	81,82%
	0,90

	ISCOUN2
	99
	83
	16
	83,84%
	0,92

	ISPOS2
	99
	93
	6
	93,94%
	0,97

	ISFIELD3
	99
	96
	3
	96,97%
	0,98

	ISSUE3S
	99
	92
	7
	92,93%
	0,96

	ISSUE3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	ISSCOP3
	99
	91
	8
	91,92%
	0,96

	ISCOUN3
	99
	95
	4
	95,96%
	0,98

	ISPOS3
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	OBJ1S
	99
	60
	39
	60,61%
	0,78

	OBJ1
	99
	95
	4
	95,96%
	0,98

	OBJEVAL1
	99
	57
	42
	57,58%
	0,76

	OBJSCOP1
	99
	59
	40
	59,60%
	0,77

	OBJCOUN1
	99
	58
	41
	58,59%
	0,77

	OBJPAR1
	99
	95
	4
	95,96%
	0,98

	OBJ2S
	99
	79
	20
	79,80%
	0,89

	OBJ2
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	OBJEVAL2
	99
	79
	20
	79,80%
	0,89

	OBJSCOP2
	99
	79
	20
	79,80%
	0,89

	OBJCOUN2
	99
	81
	18
	81,82%
	0,90

	OBJPAR2
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	OBJ3S
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	OBJ3
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	OBJEVAL3
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	OBJSCOP3
	99
	97
	2
	97,98%
	0,99

	OBJCOUN3
	99
	98
	1
	98,99%
	0,99

	OBJPAR3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	FRAME1S
	99
	95
	4
	95,96%
	0,98

	FRAME1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	FRAPOS1
	99
	96
	3
	96,97%
	0,98

	FRAME2S
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	FRAME2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	FRAPOS2
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	FRAME3S
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	FRAME3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	FRAPOS3
	99
	99
	0
	100,00%
	1,00

	CREFAID
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	CREFCID
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	CREFPOS
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-


� Note: From the HOH-Team 5 coders took part in the reliability test, but the article selection was done by only two coders after discussion. Therefore on the level of article selection all HOH-coders are taken as only 1 selector 


�  Later calculations revealed that the inclusion of ‘minority claims’ did not change the reliability results.


� In a few cases several coders coded a claim with actor A and actor B acting in concert, while others coded two separate claims. In this case all claims of the type AB were taken together with claims of type A, claims of type B were listed as extra-claim. 


This procedure can cause problems in the personalization of minority decisions but is methodologically fair. E.g: In the article “Exam Boards…” 14 Coders coded Nick Tate’s claim as separate claim (type A), 7 coders coded the Qualification and Curriculum Authority as separate claims maker (type B) and one coder took them together in one claim. That leaves us with 15 decisions of type A & AB and with 7 decisions of type B. Those 7 are now counted as minority votes even though the decision to code Nick Tate as a single claimant was correct (according to majority).


� 15 claims could have been identified by all 18 coders, whereas in 10 cases three of the HOH-coders are coded as missing, as they did not read the concerning article.


� In Table 2 there is a total number of 100 coder-decisions for the selected claims. The reason for this discrepancy is an incomplete coding of a claim, where the TITLE clearly indicates the claim was identified, but no further variables were coded. For more information refer to the original coding data.


� 38 majority decisions out of 47 decisions in total.


� 9 majority decisions out of 11 decisions in total.


� In the ISPOS-variables only the categories 0 or ‚missing’ occur. The given values separate those two categories. As it is probably two different ways of coding the same a reliability of 1.00 can be assumed.
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