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I-Analytic Summary

This project’s main goals are to determine the levels of Europeanization of national public spheres, to provide explanations for these levels of Europeanization, to predict future developments, and to suggest changes that would lead to greater levels of Europeanization.  This report advances toward an explanation of current levels of Europeanization of national public spheres by focusing on the journalists’ reporting practices and their perceptions of the environment within which they work.

The main source of information for this report is interviews with a small number of journalists.  These journalists work for four different newspapers that reflect Spain’s ideological and identitary diversity (El País, El Mundo, La Vanguardia, and Abc).  Furthermore, these journalists represent four different functions within their respective newspaper.

The findings from this report clearly show that newspapers invest considerable more resources in reporting on national events than in reporting on non-national (e.g. European Union) ones:  They employ more journalists responsible for national or regional news than journalists responsible for international news and they target national actors more frequently than they do non-national ones.  Nonetheless, the European Union is the second most important frame of reference for these newspapers.  The concentration of newspaper agreements with other Western European newspapers, the relatively high number of European correspondents, and the reliance on predominantly European news sources, support this claim.

The report provides cues about the causes for the concentration on national/regional reporting.  One major one is the mechanics of news gathering and reporting.  Newspapers pro-actively seek news that they gather from press agencies, specialists, and correspondents, among others.  But they are also responsive to social and political actors’ efforts to get their message across through contacting newspapers.  The results below show that personal ties between social and political actors and journalists greatly influence the chances of particular news events being reported.  Social distance from journalists thus matters and it is partly because of this that national actors more frequently contact newspapers than do European Union actors and that when European Union institutions contact newspapers they do so primarily through the newspapers’ correspondents in Brussels.  A second factor explaining why newspapers devote more resources and report more on national/regional events than on European Union events is technical.  There is consensus among journalists in describing European Union information as relatively costly, because of both the frequent need to translate it from English or French to Spanish and its complexity.  A third factor that plays against reporting of European Union news items is that public opinion, albeit somewhat interested in EU matters, cognitively ready to see national news through a European frame, and supportive of European integration, is comparatively more interested and prepared to understand national and regional news.  Here, the role distance plays is not that of determining personal contact between journalists and social and political actors but rather that of spatially constraining the range of issues that people perceive as having an impact on their lives.

While pinpointing the obstacles to a greater Europeanization of the national/regional public spheres, the report also suggests sources of future change.  First of all, journalists perceive that greater interdependence and greater concentration of power in European Union institutions will accelerate the pace of Europeanization.  Second of all, journalists perceive that Internet and improvements in the way the European Union communicates with newspapers have rendered communication between the European Union and newspapers more fluid.  Finally, the report shows that newspapers have reacted differently to the current technological, social, and political environment.  The newspaper El País, in particular, has invested more resources and is more sensitive to European Union news developments than are other newspapers.  This does not seem to have affected this newspaper’s popularity.  It is indeed, the Spanish quality newspaper that sells the most.  This suggests that, within the limits imposed by the environment, newspapers can, if they want, become more Europeanized.

II-Detailed Analysis

Background Information:  Newspaper and journalist selection

The four newspapers examined in this report cover the main ideological streams in Spanish society.  Surveys over the years have demonstrated that Spaniards hold moderate conservative and progressive views, close to what they imagine to be the ideological center.  In addition to the right-left ideological continuum, the other significant political cleavage in Spanish culture concerns the citizens’ relative allegiance to Spain or to their region.  Especially in Catalonia and the Basque Country a large percentage of the population votes for peripheral nationalist parties rather than for statewide parties.  The four papers in our sample combine both large sales and an ideological proximity to the dominant poles of the political spectrum in Spanish society.  El País represents center-left views and is generally seen as close to the Spanish socialist party, PSOE (daily sales around 533.000); Abc represents center-right views and is generally seen as close to the Partido Popular (daily sales around 270.000).  El Mundo presents itself as an independent newspaper, which is consistent with its frequent criticism of policies undertaken by either of the two dominant political parties, PSOE and PP (daily sales around 300.300).  Nonetheless, the historical record and comments by journalists who work for the newspaper suggest a greater proximity to the center right than to the center left.  Finally, the newspaper La Vanguardia portrays itself as an independent newspaper (daily sales around 220.000).  It represents Catalan views that can be described as moderate, both from the right-left and the nationalist dimensions:  it is close to the center-right and its Catalanist perspective does not question Catalonia’s membership in Spain.

All four newspapers are national/regional newspapers.  Their market is the Spanish market and their ownership is predominantly Spanish.  The business group PRISA (Promotora de Informaciones) is the owner of El País. Its President, Jesús de Polanco, controls, directly or indirectly, through Promotora de Publicaciones S.L. and Timón S.A, this media conglomerate.  Abc is currently owned by VOCENTO, a Spanish holding with capital inputs from long-standing Basque capitalist families organized around the media group El Correo and the Sevilla-stemming Luca de Tena family, founder of the newspaper more than a hundred years ago.  The current President, Nemesio Fernández-Cuesta Luca de Tena, in fact, biographically embodies the merging of the two traditions.  La Vanguardia, another 100-year old newspaper, belongs to a family holding, the Godó group, controlled by the Godó family.  The only exception to the mainly national scope and ownership of the newspapers examined here is El Mundo.  Although Spain is its market, El Mundo is mainly owned by a British-dominated multinational, the Pearson-Recoletos group, and UNIDISA, controlled by Rizzoli Corriere della Sera (RCS).  It is thus part of a media empire that includes well-known newspapers such as FT (via Pearson) and Corriere della Sera (via RCS).

The current newspaper directors are Jesús Ceberio (El País), José Antonio Zarzalejos (Abc), José Antich (La Vanguardia), and Pedro J. Ramírez (El Mundo).  The former was Vicedirector of El País before replacing Joaquín Estefanía, whose tenure as director had lasted six years.  The first director of El País was Juan Luis Cebrían, mastermind behind the launching of El País in 1976 and still highly influential in the newspaper as Consejero Delegado of PRISA.  José Antonio Zarzalejos was formerly director of the holding El Correo, owner of Abc as part of VOCENTO.  Six years ago he replaced Luis María Ansón who, in his roles as columnist for Abc for more than thirty years, Abc’s director for close to fifteen years, and founder of the newspaper La Razón, has become a major figure in Spanish journalism and politics.  José Antich moved to the post of Director of La Vanguardia after serving as the newspaper’s politics section for several years.  He replaced Sánz Guerrero who, together with Javier de Echarri, contributed to the newspaper’s modernization during the Spanish democratic transition, after years of tight newspaper control by the Francoist Regime.  Finally, Pedro J. Ramírez was director of one of the leading Spanish newspapers during the years of the democratic transition, Diario16, which he left mainly due to disputes with the publishing group Grupo16 regarding the newspapers’ stance on the “dirty war” against ETA conducted by the group GAL in the mid-1980s.  Pedro J. Ramírez used the newly founded El Mundo as a whip against the ruling Socialist party and possibly contributed to this party’s final electoral defeat in 1997.

This report analyzes the content of interviews with a total of 15 journalists from these newspapers.  These journalists represent four distinct areas of responsibility in the newspapers:  Editing, reporting on agriculture and immigration, and corresponding from Brussels.  Despite repeated attempts over several months it proved impossible to interview a person responsible for immigration topics in the newspaper El País.  Also, the editor of El País never returned e-mails or telephone calls asking for his participation in the study, or was reported unavailable by his secretarial staff.  Instead, the Spanish team was fortunate to interview a member of the editorial team who has been involved in the newspaper for more than 16 years.  With very few exceptions, the respondents have worked in their respective newspapers for more than 10 years and are therefore very well acquainted with the functioning of these newspapers.  

The analysis below combines quantitative and qualitative analysis.  Although it includes numerous quantitative summary tables, these have to be taken with enormous care.  The averages included in many of them are based on maximum four cases.  Because of this, measurement error, that is error induced by the respondent’s lack of interest or information on the issues being asked, can have an enormous influence on the obtained averages. It is thus highly problematic to use these results as representing the views of newspapers or of journalists placed in particular positions in the newspapers.  In sum, although the report below includes comments regarding contrasts across newspapers or across types of journalists, a conservative approach to the collected information has recommended that we provide a general, more than a differentiated, picture of the Spanish newspapers’ communication strategies.

1.Producing the News Agenda:  Infrastructure and Scope

i.  Level of resources committed for news:  national versus extra-national political affairs

Although reliable figures on the internal organization of the four newspapers could not be obtained, the available information shows that human resources available for the coverage of national/regional news are greater than those available for international news (See Table 1). This unequal allocation of resources reflects the relatively greater importance that newspapers assign to national news compared to international news.  Moreover, the four newspapers have a fairly extensive network of correspondents throughout the world, which reflects a strong interest in first hand news gathering, even though actual practices may vary and even contradict this impression (e.g. correspondents who gather most news indirectly through what the local media report).  All four newspapers in this study have correspondents in the four major Western European capital cities and in Brussels.  Beyond the EU area, all newspapers have correspondents in Moscow, New York, and Buenos Aires.  Then, three of the four newspapers have correspondents in Mexico City, Beijing, and Lisbon.  In general, the further away from Europe, the more likely it is for the correspondents to work more as free-lance reporters than as the newspapers’ permanent staff (see Table A).  

Table 1:  Journalists covering national and international/foreign political affairs by newspaper

	
	National Political Affairs
	International and Foreign Political Affairs

	El País
	19-150
	12-30

	ABC
	5-20
	3-15

	La Vanguardia
	12-20
	8-30

	El Mundo
	10-15
	5-8


Table A. Correspondents in other Countries, by Newspaper

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo

	Prague
	
	
	

	Brussels
	Brussels
	Brussels
	Brussels

	London
	London
	London
	London

	Paris
	Paris
	Paris
	Paris

	Berlin
	Berlin
	Berlin
	Berlin

	Rome
	Rome
	Rome
	Rome

	
	Lisbon
	Lisbon
	Lisbon

	
	Athens
	
	

	
	Vienna
	
	

	
	Stockholm
	
	

	
	
	Amsterdam
	

	
	
	
	Milán

	Europe
	Europe
	
	Europe

	
	Sofia
	
	

	Moscow
	Moscow
	Moscow
	Moscow

	
	
	Warsaw
	

	Mexico
	Mexico
	Mexico
	

	Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires
	Buenos Aires

	
	
	Bogotá
	Bogotá

	
	
	Santiago
	

	
	
	Rio
	

	
	
	
	

	Latin America
	Latin America
	
	Latin America

	
	
	
	

	Washington
	Washington
	Washington
	

	New York
	New York
	New York
	New York

	Miami
	
	
	

	Los Angeles
	
	
	

	
	USA
	USA
	USA

	
	America
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Beijing
	Beijing
	Beijing
	

	
	Tokio
	
	Tokio

	
	
	
	Hong Kong

	
	Asia
	
	

	
	
	Sidney
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Jerusalem
	

	
	
	Beirut
	

	
	
	
	Nairobi

	
	Rabat
	Rabat
	Rabat


Note: In bold letter:  Cities where all newspapers have a correspondent; in Italics: Cities where three newspapers have a correspondent.

Scope of co-operation (institutional and informal)

Institutional co-operations

All the newspapers examined for this report have signed collaborative agreements with newspapers in other countries.  The growing number of such agreements expresses the growing impact of globalization on the media industry and could eventually contribute to the European citizenry’s greater exposure to the same news despite the absence of European newspapers proper.  At the same time, the fact that these agreements do not always reflect common political views, points to a potential non-spurious impact of these agreements on news content. According to the journalists interviewed for this project, El País has agreements with the New York Times, La Repubblica, Le Monde, and International Herald Tribune, Abc has agreements with Le Figaro, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Daily Telegraph, provincial newspapers, and the Association of European newspapers, La Vanguardia has agreements with La Stampa, Clarín, and The Independent, and finally, El Mundo has agreements with El Corriere della Sera, The Observer, The Guardian, and Libération (see TableB).

Table B. Collaboration with Foreign Newspapers, by Newspaper

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo

	New York Times
	Le Figaro
	La Stampa
	El Corriere della Sera

	La Repubblica
	SüddeutscheZeitung
	Clarín
	The Observer

	Le Monde
	Daily Telegraph
	The Independent
	The Guardian

	IHT
	Province Newspapers
	
	Libération

	
	Association of European Newspapers
	
	


Informal cooperation

Informal cooperation complements formal agreements.  Thus, journalists from El País mention the newspaper’s informal collaboration with International Herald Tribune and Latin American journalists, some from Abc mention Le Figaro, European Union correspondents in Spain, and Radio France International, others from La Vanguardia mention The Independent, and, finally, some from El Mundo mention The Guardian, Libération, Corriere della Sera, and foreign correspondents as well as other journalists with which they have developed friendship ties.

Links with press agencies

Spanish newspapers protect themselves against potential biases in the different news sources by subscribing to a varied array of international and national press agencies.  These are Press Association (UK), to which all newspapers but El Mundo are subscribed, Reuters (UK), Associated Press (USA), Agence France-Presse (France), and EFE or/and Europa Press (both Spanish).  In practice, the press agencies most relied upon are Reuters, France-Presse, and EFE, which reveals an apparent preference for European rather than American sources (see Table C).  Detailed analysis by newspaper suggests that journalists from El Mundo rely less on France Presse for news, whereas La Vanguardia relies less frequently on EFE and more frequently on Reuters than do other newspapers. 

Table C. Number of Journalists who claim to use a Particular News Source

	Reuters
	11

	Agence France Press
	11

	EFE-Agro
	2

	EFE
	9

	Europa Press
	3

	Associated Press
	1

	Agroalimentaria
	1

	Other/None
	7


Influence of the Internet on reporting of Europe

The internet revolution has opened a new channel of information, with potentially enhances the range of information available to journalists, well beyond the limits imposed by direct information gathering, networks of informers, and press agencies.  This is why this study inquired on the journalists’ perceptions of how Internet has impacted on their work.  All fifteen respondents agreed that it has made a tremendous difference in newsgathering and reporting efforts.  There are various dimensions to this perceived impact.  For some, Internet has facilitated enormously the process of gathering information, both written and visual.  This applies particularly to access to official documents (e.g. EU documents).  The reverse effects of this greater access to information are the large time requirements for filtering and processing so much information.  Thus, for a journalist from El País, “with so much information, finding the relevant pieces takes a considerable portion of your time”.  A second major effect of Internet, according to the respondents, is that it has considerably facilitated communication, not only with colleagues, but also with people or institutions from which one wants to obtain information.  For one respondent from La Vanguardia, this becomes especially useful when trying to access information and people in non-democratic countries or in countries that are otherwise difficult to access.  A third major effect, this mentioned by a journalist from El País, relates to the transmission of information.  Many newspapers now publish digital editions that need to be constantly updated.  According to this journalist, this feature forces people to be more attentive about what they publish than they were in the past.  Not all are positive assessments, however.  Contradicting views of internet as democratizing society, a journalist from El Mundo held the opinion that “it's another tool of domination: it's vertical information although it is said to be very horizontal because of the fact that everyone can access this information.”
ii. Newsroom practices for reporting politics

The four newspapers have a very similar layout, with Editorial/Opinion, National, International, Culture, Sports, and Economy as the main sections.  The order varies somewhat, with all newspapers but El País including the main editorials in the second and third pages, and all of them featuring the Sports, Culture, and Economy sections in the back pages (El Mundo is the only newspaper placing the Economy section before the Sports section).  The newspapers also proceed similarly when deciding on the reporting of political news, with the director and close associates or area specialists playing the main role.  To be sure, journalists claim to enjoy almost total freedom when deciding about the content of the articles they write.  The only exceptions to this freedom are editorials, which are overseen by the newspaper director and his staff.  

Prestige of EU posts versus other foreign correspondents

The respondents in this study mentioned responsibility for opinion articles, international news reporting, war correspondent, and correspondent in the major capitals cities in the Western world as the most desirable jobs in the newspaper (see Table D). 

Table D. Summary of the Journalists’ perceptions of the most prestigious Positions In a Newspaper, by newspaper

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	

	First Mentions

	Opinion
	Opinion
	
	

	European Info Affecting Spain
	
	
	

	International
	
	
	

	
	War Correspondents
	Coverage of Conflicts (war) (2)
	War Correspondents

	
	National (2)
	
	

	
	
	Correspondent to US
	Foreign Correspondent in London, Paris, New York (2)

	
	
	Economy
	

	Second Mentions

	Economy
	Economy 
	Economy
	

	Correspondence
	Correspondents
	Correspondent to US
	

	
	Culture
	
	

	
	Exclusives
	
	

	
	
	Political Analysts
	

	
	
	Editorialist
	

	
	
	
	War Correspondents (2)

	Third Mentions

	National (2)
	
	
	

	
	Economy
	
	

	
	International
	Diplomatic News
	International News

	
	
	Especial Envoys
	Especial Envoys

	
	
	Section design
	

	
	
	London Correspondent
	


The position of correspondent in Brussels appears to be less coveted than other major correspondent locations.  This is not so much because of prestige reasons, since it is viewed as a prestigious position, than because of the difficulty it entails.  Based on the correspondents’ answers, the main job of Brussels correspondents is to report on EU affairs.  This clear delimitation of work, however, does not mean that the correspondent’s task is easy. For Abc’s Brussels correspondent, “Brussels is a difficult place to work; one must deal with complicated and very technical information and, at the same time, one needs to make sure that the reader does not get bored and understands the article.  It is very intensive work.”
iii.  Routine sources of news

Sources of EU news

Information about events concerning the European Union originates in the institutions themselves, namely the Commission and the European Parliament, political parties, Ministries in areas affected by European Union policy and legislation, and national interest groups or SMO-NGOs.  Except for one journalist, the rest did not mention news agencies as their main source of information.  

Changes over time

Half the respondents believe that their sources of information have changed in the last ten years.  Some point out to the role played by the growth in the level of organization of groups affected by European Union policy and legislation. They also mention an increase and diversification of sources and a more direct transmission of this information by the institutions concerned, which contrasts with earlier times when national institutions were the ones transmitting this information.  

2.  Sources Strategies:  an external factor influencing news agenda

i.  Which actors try to influence the news agenda?

Overall levels of source activities

Political actors have learned that since newspapers rely on news it is safer to feed them the news than to wait until the journalists themselves show interest for what they are about.  Table 2 below shows that according to Spanish journalists political actors approach them between once in a while and regularly.  Also, national actors approach newspapers more frequently than do other political actors.  Furthermore, state actors seem to approach newspapers more often than do political actors, interest groups, and smo-ngos, in that order.  The latter applies especially to European actors.  European Union institutions are the Europeanwide actor most likely to contact newspapers, followed by European interest groups and, last but not least, smo-ngos.  

Differences between newspapers

Table 2 also shows some contrasts between newspapers.  El País appears to be contacted by European Union institutions considerably more often than do the other Spanish newspapers.  Moreover, El País is the only exception to the newspapers’ tendency to be approached the least often by smo-ngos.  Also, as one would expect, European Union actors contact newspaper correspondents in Brussels more often than they do other newspaper journalists.

ii.  Common Source Strategies

Political actors use three main channels of communication with journalists, alone or in combination with one another: Personal communication, press releases, and invitation to press conferences.  Very often, political actors get in touch with journalists to invite them to a press conference, which is followed up with a document outlining the main message these political actors want to convey to the public.  Journalists insist that personal ties—even friendships--play a fairly important role in this process.  Interest group actors apparently proceed in slightly different ways.  Their main channel of communication is the occasional phone call or e-mail to journalists they already know.  In these phone conversations or e-mails they briefly convey the message they would like to be publicized and then offer the possibility of sending additional documents.  According to one respondent, they are savvier than are other political actors:  “They're careful; they know how we work and function.  And they know it is worse to flood us with info, because in the end you have to classify it, which takes time, you get annoyed, and you end up throwing it all in the trash.”  More rarely than do political actors, representatives of interest groups contact journalists to invite them to press conferences.  According to one respondent, contentious groups contact the written media less often than do other groups.  Based on the various journalists’ comments, it seems too that the social distance between activists and journalists is greater; personal networks play a lesser role.  Activists thus call to express their opposition to particular policies or initiatives, so that the journalists echo this protest, or directly send documents expressing their views on particular topics.  Occasionally too, activists will call journalists to invite them to attend and report on upcoming demonstrations.

iii.  Political party affiliation

In all, political parties approach newspapers frequently relative to other groups (Table 2).  The Socialist Party (PSOE) seems to be the most pro-active one.  Table E below reveals that the PSOE contacts El País more often than do other parties, whereas it tends to contact other newspapers as often as do other political parties.

Table 2. Journalists' perceptions of the frequency of ‘source strategies’ by collective actors to be reported, by newspaper, by journalist type (Means)

	
	El Pais 
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Immig
	Agric
	Euc
	Total

	National Government
	2.00
	1.67
	2.33
	2.33
	1.67
	2.25
	2.25
	2.09

	Regional/Local Government
	1.50
	1.00
	1.67
	1.00
	0.67
	1.25
	1.75
	1.27

	European Union Institutions/Commission
	2.50
	1.67
	1.67
	1.67
	1.00
	1.25
	3.00
	1.82

	Supranational or Transnational Institutions (WTO, World Bank, UNHCR)
	1.50
	1.67
	1.33
	1.33
	1.33
	0.75
	2.25
	1.45

	Political Parties (national)
	1.50
	2.33
	1.33
	2.00
	2.00
	2.25
	1.25
	1.82

	National interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	2.00
	1.67
	1.67
	1.33
	2.00
	2.00
	1.00
	1.64

	Regional or Local interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	1.00
	1.33
	1.33
	0.33
	1.33
	1.00
	0.75
	1.00

	European interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	1.50
	1.00
	0.67
	1.00
	0.67
	0.50
	1.75
	1.00

	International or Transnational interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	0.00
	0.67
	1.00
	1.00
	1.33
	0.25
	1.00
	0.80

	Scientific Experts/think tanks working in this field
	1.00
	0.67
	0.33
	1.33
	1.00
	0.25
	1.25
	0.82

	National campaign and protest groups
	2.00
	1.67
	1.67
	1.33
	2.33
	1.50
	1.25
	1.64

	Regional or local campaign and protest groups
	0.50
	1.00
	1.67
	0.33
	1.00
	0.75
	1.00
	0.91

	European campaign and protest groups
	1.00
	0.33
	0.33
	1.00
	0.67
	0.00
	1.25
	0.64

	International or Supranational campaign and protest groups
	1.50
	0.33
	0.67
	1.00
	1.00
	0.00
	1.50
	0.80


 Scale: 0=Never; 1=Sometimes; 2=Regularly; 3=Always

Table E.  Journalists’ Mentions of Political Parties that have contacted their respective Newspapers (in parenthesis: number of mentions when more than one)

First Mention:

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Total

	PSOE
	PP
	PP
	PP
	PSOE (6)

	
	PSOE (2)
	CiU
	PSOE (2)
	PP (3)

	
	
	PSOE
	
	CiU (1)


First and Second Political Parties that contact the paper most often:

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Total

	PSOE
	PP (3)
	PP 
	PP (2)
	PSOE (10)

	PP
	PSOE (3)
	CiU (2)
	PSOE (3)
	PP (7)

	
	
	PSOE (3)
	CiU (1)
	CiU (3)


First, Second, and Third Political Parties that contact the paper most often:

	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Total

	PSOE
	PSOE (3)
	PSOE (3)
	PSOE (3)
	PSOE (10)

	PP
	PP (3)
	CiU (3)
	IU (3)
	PP (8)

	CiU
	IU (2)
	PP (2)
	PP (2)
	CiU (5); IU (5)

	BNG
	
	
	CiU 
	

	CC
	
	
	
	


iv.Europe as a story and the EU as a communicator

Comments made by the journalists interviewed for this project suggest that whether news are about Europe or not has little influence on the probability that they will be contacted to publicize information.  Those who claim that contact is less frequent when it is news about Europe explain this by saying that the local scene generates more events affecting the citizens’ lives, that political actors know that Europe is too far for the average reader, and that many among them have trouble recognizing the effects that European Union decisions have on them or their constituencies.  Those journalists who claim that contact is more frequent invoke the growing impact that European Union politics has on people’s lives.  

Information about events concerning the European Union originates in the institutions themselves, namely the Commission and the European Parliament, political parties, Ministries in areas affected by European Union policy and legislation, and national interest groups or SMO-NGOs.  Half the respondents believe that their sources of information have changed in the last ten years.  Some point out to the role played by the growth in the level of organization of groups affected by European Union policy and legislation. They also mention an increase and diversification of sources and a more direct transmission of this information by the institutions concerned, which contrasts with earlier times when national institutions were the ones transmitting this information.  This change is important for Spanish journalists, since as some of them mentioned, Spanish political actors are less open to the disclosure of information than are political actors in other countries.  Indeed, when comparing the quantity and quality of information provided by national and European Union political actors, the journalists interviewed for this study tend to be critical of national sources (see Table 3).  This is particularly the case with respect to the professional standards displayed by national actors and to the preciseness of the materials provided.  European Union correspondents, in particular, blame national political actors for their lack of openness compared to European Union actors.  Of all newspapers, Abc journalists were the least critical of national actors, perhaps because of the fact that the conservative party Partido Popular, close to their political line, was in power at the time of the interviews.  Respondents explained the shortcomings of information provided by national actors as resulting from 1) lack of expert knowledge, 2) political culture, and 3) vested interests.  National actors are perceived as less specialized than are European Union actors.  Furthermore, some respondents referred to the Spanish character and, more specifically, to a lack of political education and of a transparency in political life.  Finally, some argued that national political actors try to protect themselves against criticism by holding back information.

Table 3:  Assessment of European institutions’ communication strategies with journalists compared to national actors, by newspaper, by journalist type

	
	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Imm
	Ag
	EUc
	Total

	Overall Professional Standards
	1.00
	0.33
	1.00
	1.00
	1.00
	0.67
	1.00
	0.75

	Provided Materials which is usable in News Copy
	-0.00
	-0.33
	1.00
	1.00
	0.00
	-0.33
	1.00
	-0.33

	Providing Material that is accurate
	1.00
	0.67
	1.00
	0.50
	1.00
	1.00
	0.50
	0.78

	Providing specialist Knowledge/Expertise 
	-0.50
	0.67
	-0.50
	0.00
	0.00
	-0.33
	0.25
	0.00

	Being Open to Discussion
	0.00
	-0.33
	0.50
	0.00
	-1.00
	-0.33
	0.75
	0.67

	Being Transparent
	0.50
	0.67
	0.50
	1.00
	1.00
	0.33
	0.75
	0.67

	Having a Clear Political Line
	1.00
	1.00
	0.00
	-0.50
	0.00
	0.67
	0.50
	0.44


Scale: -1=Worse; 0=the same; 1=Better

3.  Readership Demand:  an external factor influencing news agenda

i. Readership attitudes towards Europe

We asked journalists about their perceptions concerning their readers’ attitudes to European integration compared to the general public’s.  Ten of the fifteen respondents perceived the readers to be more supportive of European integration (see Table 4a; see also Table 4 in the Appendix).  

Table 4a. Perception of how the Readership’s opinions on EU integration compare to those of the general public (see also Table 4 in the Appendix)

	
	Frequency

	More
	10

	No Difference
	2

	Missing
	3

	Total
	


ii. Readership interest in politics

The large majority of Spanish journalists interviewed for this project believe that their readers have a moderate interest in politics (see Table 5a and Appendix—Table 5).  The most sensitive explanation was that of a journalist who pointed out that since the newspapers’ content is mostly political it is to be expected that the readers are interested in politics.  Others, however, relate this interest to their sociodemographic characteristics:  middle-aged, university educated, and professionals.  Some journalists pointed out that many readers’ interest in politics is moderate rather than strong because they are saturated with political information and would rather read news about topics that affect them personally.

Table 5a.  Perceived Readers’ Interest in Politics (see also Table 5 in the Appendix)

	
	Frequency

	Moderately
	11

	Very
	4

	Total
	15


iii.  Readership interest in an understanding of European politics

According to the participants in this study, the readers’ interest in European politics can be described as low or moderate at best.  It is thus perceived to be lower than that for politics in general (See Table 5b and Appendix—Table 5).  Journalists refer to the public’s lack of information and to the population’s failure to understand how the European Union affects their lives.  This is due, according to some journalists, to the dry and complex nature of European Union politics and to the fact that it is seen as something far away.  In fact, eleven out of fifteen journalists thought that the public understands European Union politics a little or not at all (Table 5c and Appendix—Table 5).   If readers felt that European Union decisions affect their wallet, said two journalists, they would be more interested in it.  This requires, said two journalists from El Mundo, a more active information policy by newspapers.

Table 5b.  Perceived Interest in European Politics among the Population (see also Table 5 in the Appendix)

	
	Frequency

	Not at All
	1

	A Little
	5

	Moderate
	7

	Great
	1

	Total
	14

	Missing Values
	1

	Total
	15


Table 5c.  Journalists’ Perception of the Degree to which Readers Understand European Politics (see also Table 5 in the Appendix

	
	Frequency

	Not at All
	3

	A Little
	8

	Moderate
	3

	Great
	1

	Total
	15


iv. European frame of reference

Spanish journalists are quite optimistic about the way the European integration project is transforming the public’s world outlook, for ten out of fifteen of them think that the population has to some extent developed a European perspective on public affairs.  In fact, five among them unambiguously claim that this change of outlook has taken place (Table 5d and Appendix—Table 5).

Table 5d. Belief that the Population has developed a European Perspective on Public Affairs (see also Table 5 in the Appendix)

	
	Frequency

	Yes
	5

	To a Certain Extent
	5

	No
	5

	Total
	15


Modest in their perceived influence on public opinion, however, only six out of ten journalists believe that newspapers have greatly contributed to this change.  The rest believe that newspapers have played a moderate role (see Table 6a and Appendix—Table 6).  Two journalists relate the change in perspective to the objective integration of national politics with European politics.  Others, however, emphasize the effort made by newspapers to educate the public and translate to them the intricacies of European integration.  For a journalist from Abc, “the press plays two roles:  it follows the process and, at the same time, it accelerates it; it is an driving force toward integration.” An interesting twist to explaining this transformation, which veers away from a top-down approach to press-public relations, is provided by a journalist from El Mundo, who said that journalists could not help but adapt their reporting to the public’s strong pro-European views.

Table 6a.  Perceived Contribution of Newspapers to the Development of a European Outlook on Public Affairs (see also Table 6 in the Appendix)

	
	Frequency

	Moderately
	4

	Greatly
	6

	Total
	10

	Missing Values
	5

	Total
	15


We asked journalists about their perception of the newspaper’s role in reducing the EU’s democratic deficit.  Most of them thought that the newspaper has played a moderate or an important role (see Table 6b and Appendix—Table 6).  In justifying their answers, some journalists stress that the role that the press can play is limited anyway.  The democratic deficit will be reduced through the use of a clearer language by EU politicians and through introducing more democratic procedures for the selection of incumbents.  Nonetheless, the majority of journalists believe that the newspapers have already contributed to reduce the democratic deficit and could do even more.  Their contribution to reducing this deficit has been two-fold: first, they have contributed to clarify concepts and policies; second, they have pressured European Union political actors into democratizing the institutions.

Table 6b.  Perception of the Newspaper’s Role in reducing the Democratic Deficit

	
	Frequency

	A Small Role
	2

	A Moderate Role
	7

	An Important Role
	6

	Total
	15


4.  Political Journalism:  an internal factor influencing news agenda

i.  Political actors who journalists aim to influence

Because of the role that the press can play in contributing to reduce the European Union’s democratic deficit—if there is one—it is important to examine how often journalists target European Union actors with their articles, relative to other actors.  Table 7 provides the average frequency with which journalists target different actors with their articles, classified by newspaper and type of journalist.  It shows that European Union actors, whether institutions, interest groups, or contentious groups, receive different degrees of attention by journalists.  Whereas institutions are the targets of newspaper articles somewhere between some times and regularly, contentious groups are never targets of such articles.  The European Union is not a primary target of newspaper articles.  This becomes clear when one makes comparisons with other potential targets.  Newspapers all systematically address the national government, the newspapers’ readers, and the enlightened public.  Contentious groups in general, local or regional interest groups, and other journalists are the only other actors that receive less attention from journalists.  One also detects some contrasts between newspapers.  Journalists from the conservative newspaper Abc, for instance, claim to target contentious groups less frequently than do other newspapers.  Also, journalists from El País claim to target European Union actors and political parties more frequently than do other newspapers.  Finally, European Union correspondents, regardless of the paper, tend to aim at influencing European Union institutional actors more often than do other newspaper journalists.

Table 7  Actors whom journalists try to influence when commentating on political events (0=never;3=Frequently)

	
	El Pais 
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Im
	Ag
	Euc
	Ed
	Total

	National Government
	3.00
	2.00
	2.00
	3.00
	1.67
	2.25
	3.00
	2.75
	2.47

	Regional/Local Government
	2.33
	1.50
	2.00
	0.75
	1.33
	1.50
	1.75
	1.75
	1.60

	European Union Institutions/Commission
	2.67
	1.50
	1.25
	1.25
	0.67
	1.25
	3.00
	1.25
	1.60

	Supranational or Transnational Institutions (WTO, World Bank, UNHCR)
	1.33
	1.00
	0.25
	1.00
	0.33
	0.75
	1.50
	0.75
	0.87

	Political Parties (national)
	2.67
	1.50
	2.00
	1.25
	1.00
	1.25
	2.50
	2.25
	1.80

	National interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	2.33
	2.00
	1.50
	1.50
	2.33
	1.50
	1.75
	1.75
	1.80

	Regional or Local interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	1.67
	1.25
	1.75
	0.75
	2.00
	0.75
	1.50
	1.25
	1.33

	European interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	1.67
	1.25
	0.75
	0.50
	0.67
	0.50
	1.75
	1.00
	1.00

	International or Transnational interest groups (unions and employers’ associations)
	1.33
	1.00
	0.50
	0.50
	0.67
	0.00
	1.50
	1.00
	0.80

	Scientific Experts/think tanks working in this field
	2.00
	0.75
	1.25
	1.00
	1.33
	0.50
	1.50
	1.50
	1.20

	National campaign and protest groups
	1.67
	0.75
	1.25
	0.75
	1.33
	0.50
	1.25
	1.25
	1.07

	Regional or local campaign and protest groups
	1.33
	0.75
	0.50
	0.75
	1.00
	0.00
	1.50
	0.75
	0.80

	European campaign and protest groups
	1.33
	0.50
	0.50
	0.75
	1.00
	0.00
	1.25
	0.75
	0.73

	International or Supranational campaign and protest groups
	2.33
	1.50
	0.50
	0.25
	1.00
	0.75
	1.25
	1.25
	1.07

	National Government
	2.33
	0.75
	1.25
	0.50
	1.00
	1.00
	1.25
	1.25
	1.13

	Regional/Local Government
	3.00
	3.00
	2.75
	3.00
	3.00
	2.75
	3.00
	3.00
	2.93

	European Union Institutions/Commission
	2.67
	3.00
	2.25
	2.00
	2.00
	2.75
	3.00
	2.00
	2.47

	Supranational or Transnational Institutions (WTO, World Bank, UNHCR)
	2.33
	3.00
	1.75
	2.25
	2.00
	2.00
	2.75
	2.50
	2.33


ii.Perceived level of autonomy in own journalistic field

Journalists claim to enjoy almost total freedom when deciding about the content of the articles they write (see Table 8).  The only exceptions to this freedom are editorials, which are overseen by the newspaper director and his staff.  

Table 8: Journalist’s assessment of level of autonomy to express own position when commentating on own issue field

	
	All
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	ED
	N

	Left Broadsheet (El País)
	3.00
	
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3

	Right Broadsheet (Abc)
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	4

	Popular Paper (El Mundo)
	2.75
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	2.00
	4

	Regional Paper (La Vanguardia)
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	4

	All
	2.93
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	2.75
	

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	15


Scale: 0=None; 1=Some; 2=Moderate; 3=A great Deal

iii. Do newspapers run political campaigns on Europe

Ten out of fifteen journalists stated that their newspaper has occasionally run a campaign regarding the European Union.  The newspaper Abc, with two journalists claiming the lack of such campaigns and one journalist who did not know, is the only newspaper for which the claim is less often made.  These campaigns have almost always been concerned with promoting the European integration process.  Journalists from El País, La Vanguardia, and El Mundo, for instance, mention having campaigned for the Euro.  El País is, in fact, the paper in which journalists more unambiguously see their newspaper as having been consistently engaged in campaigning for European integration.  Support for this process is a main ideological tenet of this newspaper, as expressed in its founding document.  

iv.The decision-making process regarding contents of the main editorial

Arguably, the main instrument available to a newspaper to impact on the readers’ views on the European Union is the editorial.  Editorials, as mentioned above, are generally written under the Director’s direct supervision.  When asked about the reasons that move their newspaper to write an editorial on the European Union, the respondents listed four main reasons:  1) the European Union is making news, 2) a European Union topic has become fashionable, 3) Opportunity: the newspaper has had access to significant documents or political actors in the European Union, and, most importantly, 4) a development in the European Union bears on Spanish (or, in the case of La Vanguardia, Catalan) interests.

v.Has the newspaper’s editorial line on Europe changed?

The figures included in Table 9 below show that the newspapers’ editorial line on European integration has hardly changed over time.  This is especially so for El País and the Catalan newspaper La Vanguardia.  Whenever journalists talk about some change in the Editorial line they generally refer to a shift from defending European integration and Spain’s membership as a whole to defending a more clearly defined model of integration.  The main exception to this is El Mundo.  Comments by its journalists refer to a slight hardening of the newspaper’s somewhat critical stance toward the European Union.  The newspaper’s criticism has been directed not to the process of integration itself but rather to the lack of consensus among the EU’s members and the lack of clarity in the European Union’s role.  Furthermore, one of the journalists from El Mundo suggested that the newspaper’s position on the European Union has included a strategic element, consisting on using criticism of the European Union as a weapon against González’s socialist government in the 1980s and early 1990s.

Table 9: Assessment of changes in own newspaper’s editorial line on European issues over last decade (Means)

	
	All
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	ED
	N

	Left Broadsheet (El País
	0.33
	
	0.00
	0.00
	1.00
	3

	Right Broadsheet (Abc)
	0.50
	0.00
	2.00
	0.00
	0.00
	4

	Popular Paper (El Mundo)
	0.75
	2.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1.00
	4

	Regional Paper (La Vanguardia)
	0.25
	0.00
	1.00
	0.00
	0.00
	4

	All
	0.47
	0.67
	0.75
	0.00
	0.50
	

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	15


5.  Reporting on the EU

i.  Is European news as a topic more difficult?

When deciding whether to publish or not on the European Union or European Integration journalists are influenced by structural and editorial factors.  At the micro-level of the newspaper factors, such as the availability of space for news, the opportunity to conduct a specially relevant interview with a prominent figure in the EU, access to relevant materials, and considerations about the interest that a piece of news may raise among the readers influence the decision to publish a particular article on Europe (Table 10a and Appendix—Table 10).  Journalists refer to various obstacles that limit the amount of reporting on the European Union.  A major one, they claim, is language.  The long time necessary to translate interviews, documents, or the like, is incompatible with the time pressure experienced in newspapers.  Another one, which compounds the language problem, is the complexity of many European Union topics, which demands a great deal of time and effort on the part of journalists to understand and then communicate clearly and in a way that captures the reader’s imagination.  This leads superiors to often discourage the publication of articles on the European Union.

Table 10a. Particular concerns/considerations/difficulties when reporting on Europe

	
	Yes

	Availability of News Space
	14

	Pressure of Deadlines
	10

	Available of Resources for Research/Investigation
	8

	Pressure from senior Editors/ Journalists
	4

	Pressure from management/organisational pressure
	3

	Access to Official Documents
	8

	Access to important public figures
	10

	Necessity to capture audience attention
	8

	Lack of expert knowledge on topic
	2

	Own lack of understanding of topic
	4

	Lack of clear cues and positions from politicians
	5


ii.  Perceived differences in commentating on European political affairs compared to national political affairs

The above hints at major differences between the conditions under which journalists report on national issues and those under which they report on European issues.  Table 11a below makes these differences explicit (see also Appendix, Table 11).  Ten out of fifteen respondents thought that compared with reports on national issues, reports on European issues must have a greater educational content.  Some journalists commented that because of their being more removed from the readers’ experience and because of their greater complexity, European Union topics are sketched in a less precise way than are more immediate national topics.  Newspapers give the reader what they want and what they want is what touches them closer.  This perception that readers are more interested in national than European news is a reason, according to one of the journalists, why newspapers devote more personnel resources to inform about national news than about European news.  Ten journalists also thought that in reporting about European Union topics it is more frequent for the newspaper to try to influence the position of political elites.  In these cases, the newspaper acts as an advocate for the national interest.  Thirteen out of fifteen respondents in fact think that in reporting about European topics the newspaper is more likely than when reporting about national news to represent what they perceive as the national interest.  Finally, ten journalists said that in reporting about European issues, it is more likely that the newspaper express its own position, independently of other actors.

Table 11a Differences between European and National reporting with respect to specific dimensions (see also Table 11 in the Appendix)
	
	Yes

	The newspaper has more of a duty to improve public knowledge
	10

	The newspaper is more likely to follow the line of the political party with which it is more closely associated
	7

	The newspaper is more likely to follow the line indicated by public opinion polls
	4

	The newspaper is more likely to try to influence the positions of political elites 
	10

	The newspaper is more likely to follow the perceived position of the proprietor
	4

	The newspaper is more likely to defend what it sees as the national interest
	13

	The newspaper is more likely to express its own position, independently from other actors
	10


iii.  Evaluations of newspaper reporting on Europe

Despite the differences with national reporting and shortcomings listed above, all but one of the journalists interviewed for this project believe that they do a good job informing about the European Union.  They emphasize the great qualifications of those writing on European issues and, especially, those gathering and processing the information as correspondents.  Some, like one journalist from El País, invoke the newspaper’s pro-European vocation.  Far from indulging in self-satisfaction, however, a few journalists admit that their performance is still insufficient and that newspapers should invest more on informing about Europe.  Two of the respondents actually compare their newspaper with El País, which they view as the newspaper that best informs about Europe.
iv.  Perceived relevant factors which contribute to own newspaper’s coverage of Europe

According to the journalists we interviewed, the growing interpenetration of national and European politics and the increase in the European Union’s functions have played significant roles in the newspapers’ increasing tendency to report on the European Union.  

Table 12. Perceived Factors which Contribute to Extent/Way Own Newspaper Covers Europe

	
	El Pais
	Abc 
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo 
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	ED
	Total

	National Politics becoming more closely related to that of other European countries 
	2.50
	2.75
	2.75
	1.75
	2.33
	2.25
	2.67
	2.50
	2.43

	The increasing role of European Union Institutions
	3.00
	2.75
	2.50
	2.25
	2.33
	2.25
	3.00
	2.75
	2.57

	National politicians seeing political events within a European context
	1.50
	2.50
	2.25
	2.00
	2.00
	2.75
	2.67
	1.25
	2.14

	Readerships understanding political events in a European context
	2.00
	1.75
	1.50
	0.50
	1.00
	1.50
	1.33
	1.50
	1.36

	Newspapers seeing European events within a European context
	2.00
	1.75
	1.75
	2.00
	1.33
	1.75
	2.33
	2.00
	1.86

	The level of political conflict over Europe
	1.50
	2.25
	2.25
	2.50
	2.00
	1.75
	2.67
	2.50
	2.21


Scale:  Not at all=0; a little=1; moderately=2; greatly=3

Appendix:  Additional Tables not Included in the Analysis

Table 4: Assessment of readership’s likelihood to be more favourable towards European integration than general public, newspaper by journalist type (Means)

	
	All
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	ED
	N

	El País
	1.0
	
	1
	1
	1
	3

	ABC
	1.00
	1
	NA
	1
	1
	3

	La Vanguardia
	1.00
	NA
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	3

	El Mundo
	0.25
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4

	Total
	1.38
	0.5
	0.67
	0.75
	1.00
	

	N
	13
	2
	3
	4
	4
	13


Scale: 1=Readership more favourable towards European integration than general public, 0=no difference between readership and general public; -1=Readership less favourable towards European integration than general public.

Note: NA= Not Answered

Table 5:  Assessment of Readership’s interest in politics and Europe (Means)

	
	All
	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	Ed

	Own Readership’s interest in politics
	2.27
	2.33
	2.50
	2.00
	2.25
	2.33
	2.50
	2.00
	2.25

	Own Readership’s interest in European politics
	1.57
	1.67
	2.00
	1.00
	1.50
	1.50
	1.25
	2.00
	1.50

	Own Readership understanding of workings of European politics
	1.13
	0.67
	1.25
	1.25
	1.25
	2.00
	0.50
	1.50
	0.75

	National public increasingly view politics in European frame of reference
	1.50
	1.0
	1.88
	0.75
	2.25
	1.50
	2.25
	1.50
	0.75

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


Scale: 0=Not at all; 1=A little; 2=Moderately; 3=Greatly

Table 6:  Assessment of press’ contribution to public’s view of Europe, and perceived duty to reduce EU’s democratic deficit (Means)

	
	All 
	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	Ed

	Press coverage’s contribution to public’s European frame of reference
	2.6
	2.00
	2.67
	2.50
	2.75
	3.00
	2.67
	2.33
	2.50

	N
	10
	1
	3
	2
	4
	2
	3
	3
	2

	Press’ general obligation to inform and educate public by reducing EU’s democratic deficit
	2.27
	2.00
	2.00
	2.50
	2.50
	2.67
	2.25
	2.25
	2.00

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


Scale (upper part): Not at all=0; A little=1; Moderately=2; Greatly=3

Scale (lower part): No role at all=0; a small role=1; a moderate role=2; an important role=3

Table 10: Particular concerns/considerations/difficulties when reporting on Europe (Means)

	
	All
	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Imm
	Ag
	 Euc
	ED

	Availability of News Space
	2.80
	3.00
	2.25
	3.00
	3.00
	2.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00

	Pressure of deadlines
	2.00
	2.00
	1.50
	3.00
	1.50
	2.00
	1.50
	1.50
	3.00

	Availability of Resources for research/investigation
	1.71
	1.50
	2.25
	2.25
	0.75
	2.00
	0.75
	3.00
	1.50

	Pressure from senior editors/journalists
	0.86
	1.50
	1.50
	0.00
	0.75
	0.00
	0.00
	2.00
	1.50

	Pressure from management/organizational pressure
	0.64
	0.00
	0.00
	0.75
	1.50
	1.00
	0.75
	1.00
	0.00

	Access to official documents
	1.71
	1.50
	2.25
	1.50
	1.50
	2.00
	3.00
	1.00
	0.75

	Access to important public figures
	2.14
	1.50
	3.00
	2.25
	1.50
	1.00
	3.00
	3.00
	1.50

	Necessity to capture audience attention
	1.71
	3.00
	0.75
	2.25
	1.50
	1.00
	1.50
	2.00
	2.25

	Lack of expert knowledge on topic
	0.43
	0.00
	0.00
	0.75
	0.75
	0.00
	0.00
	1.00
	0.75

	Own lack of understanding of topic
	0.86
	1.50
	1.50
	1.50
	0.75
	1.00
	0.75
	1.00
	0.75

	Lack of clear cues and positions from politicians
	1.07
	1.50
	1.50
	1.50
	0.75
	1.00
	0.75
	1.00
	1.50

	All
	1.45
	1.55
	1.36
	1.70
	1.30
	1.18
	1.36
	1.77
	1.64

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


Scale: 0=None; 1=Some; 2=Moderate; 3=A great deal

Table 11:  Perceived Factors which contribute to Extent/Way Own Newspaper Covers Europe (Means)
	
	All
	El País
	Abc
	La Vanguardia
	El Mundo
	Imm
	Ag
	Euc
	ED

	Newspaper has more of a duty to improve public knowledge
	2.00
	3.00
	1.50
	2.25
	1.50
	1.00
	3.00
	1.50
	2.25

	Newspaper is more likely to follow the line of the political party with which it is most closely associated
	1.50
	1.00
	1.00
	1.50
	2.25
	1.00
	3.00
	0.75
	1.00

	Newspaper is more likely to follow the line indicated by national public opinion polls
	0.80
	1.00
	0.00
	1.50
	0.75
	1.00
	0.75
	0.75
	0.75

	Newspaper is more likely to try to influence the positions of political elites
	2.00
	2.00
	2.25
	1.50
	2.25
	2.00
	1.50
	2.25
	2.25

	Newspaper is more likely to follow the perceived position of the proprietor
	0.86
	1.00
	0.75
	0.75
	1.00
	1.00
	1.00
	0.00
	1.50

	Newspaper is more likely to defend what it sees as the national interest
	2.60
	1.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	3.00
	2.25
	2.25
	3.00

	Newspaper is more likely to express its own position, independently from other actors
	2.00
	2.00
	2.25
	1.50
	2.25
	2.00
	2.25
	0.75
	3.00

	All
	3.61
	1.57
	1.54
	1.71
	1.86
	1.57
	1.96
	1.18
	1.96

	N
	15
	3
	4
	4
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


Scale: 0=None; 1=A little; 2=Moderate; 3=Large
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